I believe that elder wine can be made less deleterious
by putting an equal quantity of brandy in it. But why not
drink the brandy by itself?

SAINTSBURY (from Notes on a Cellar Book]

THE SODA FOUNTAIN
As far as my observation goes the national drink of
England is now either something sold from the urban
soda-fountain or something by the wayside where a
hideous white and blue enamelled sign announces
" Minerals."
Why the soda-fountain was ever introduced into
England and how mere aerated waters came to be called
minerals are questions wholly beyond me. Let it suffice
that these extraordinary beverages have always been
regarded by the wise as very dangerous. Did not George
Meredith, long ago, by word of mouth, give us the
cautionary tale of the man who exclusively drank gasified
waters, and died suddenly; whereupon his friends,
instead of accepting the obvious explanation, insisted
upon an autopsy, which had to be conducted by a
physician wearing blue glasses to shield his eyes from the
glare of the stalactites in the poor wretch's interior ?
With these deplorable drinks must be lumped those half-
hearted frauds, cider which is not cider, beer which is not
beer, things condemned even in the country of Prohibi-
tion, as by the negro waiter who said of some such fluid :
cc It looks like beer, it smells like beer, but when it gets
into you it has no authority."
T. EARLE WELBY (from The Dinner Knell)
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